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CHAPTER 1I.

ERRCOUR OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN NEGLECTING

TO SECURE THE FREEDOM OF FRANCE: IT’s CONDUCT s
COMPARED WITH THAT OF THE AMERICAN STATES.
NECESSITY OF FORMIKG A NEW CONSTITUTION 4s
00N AS AN OLD GOVERNMYENT 1S DESTROYED. THE DE- X |
CLARING THE KING INVIOLABLE A WRONG MEASURE. Hh

SECURITY OF THE FRENCH AGAINST A COUNTER-
REVOLUTION. THE FLIGHT OF THE KING MEDI= |
TATED. : : ’ lj}
* | ~ ' w
; Y : il
T HE condu& of the affembly in lofing fo Aow could |
e 0T g b A ylpcd.”

much time---the moft precious time to fecures,, el
@ - \ % ‘:m i
~the happinefls of their country, and enablenyre i e
the prefent generation to participate in the/”*™? qu
’ . \ il
bleﬁings\they were preparing for pofterity,
_inftead of having to encounter all the mile- S
ries of anarchy, can never be fufficiently « i
. lamented. France had already gained her # gfwjuﬂ
freedom ; the nation had already afcertained Wy &
‘ : 5 At b L bl o I
ey :

Ak
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|
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*  certain, and the moft important, political
j d‘% ”7[ ’“2 truths : it ought, therefore, to have been the
tf g t:.:é;” glext confideration, how thefe were to be
i; :;, "ﬂr p;-eferved, and the liberty of the empire con-
@ um himmplolidated on a bafis that time would only render
o m"j’“é" fore firse.
‘ A?N‘: ¥ “ Moderate men, or real patriots, would
| Hrhtr (0 have been fatisfied with what had been gain-

| er ems ov €d, for the prefent, allowing the reft to fol-
| Miz liw epdofs Jow progreflively. It was the moft political

otw Srwpor gequifition.  In this fituation France had to
“ sl “7:  contend with the prejudices of half Europe,
| The Sationsd Jeaft, and to counteract the influence of
A7 the infidious intriguers, who were oppofin
had fv com ; 5 G 5
Be . Joethemfelves to her regeneration ; to facilitate
| . DFysisiewhich the aflembly ought to have made it
o Hima T fb of their main obje@s to render the king
fho STaEEn : i
B contented with the change ; and then the
;h;z #n.-machinations of all the underminers of the
w : L
) 5;w~ & revolution, would not have loofened one fun-

tuwnts,  damental ftone, to endanger the rifing edi-
fice. .

 %/.r. was  Suchis the difference between men adting

wo p¥ack’ from a pra@ical knowledge, and men who

cal 1§ 1 sns lerdye . ; .

ot AR governed entirely by theory, or no prin-

0 w”ciple whatever. Moft of the United States
" 4~'\,"——"- avird ety & Enrl f”"‘fﬁ ';{ﬂ“’ No t omn f
i i i 160&"“" Fhoame A en v dzm"n“'ﬁo&
Tham Jhne wsas practie o Jhioy,

\
i
1

ﬂﬂN ‘l\-’(ﬂ" ﬂ:veu 3”(‘”’.’ Jy}cw(’a;',u(‘x? ?WZ, 'n.:m/{z'{gcﬁu
'jﬁ“ SV als o b SN Mo e o boul f/‘:“. A s Ban /{gnj,(

e vmitn Coms, Pk loni b s urn i Erceplions

}M wud wsmand the moft reafonable way to fecure the

OHN (S ABIGAIL
JOHN (S-ABIG AMZRICAN @

ADAMS www.pbs.org/amex/adams AMERICAR

ADAMS UNBOUND
SOURCE DOCUMENT

IMAGE COURTESY
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY



ADAMS UNBOUND

7’!.41\%(- ’l(aw ./”‘f‘ff"‘yhm’ [""“‘"/”{“"4 #ry Lo /éj“"” vr"i)ht' SOURCE DOCUMENT

AvutIs BN P & Correl bt m o A allor,

( 401 )
of America formed their feparate conftitution$
within a month, and none took more than
three, after the declaration of their indepen~
dence by congrefs. There certainly was a
vaft diftin&ion between thofe States, then the
colonies of Great Britain, and France after
the 14th of july; but both countries were
without a government. America with an
enemy in the heart of their empire, and
France threatened with an attack. The lead-ﬁ@mm
ing men of America, however, knew, thatu#es of Lopans
there was a neceflity of having fome kind of “Z::/' 1
government, and feem: to have perceived the ol |
eafe, with which any fubfequent alterations |
could be effeted. The members of the : ,’
national affembly, on the contrary, found |
themfelves furrounded with ruins; and aim-. /,,ma ""/ &)” :

_ing at a ftate of perfection for which thf:/‘c ‘ /u {
|

X4

minds of the people were not fufficiently ma-~ :
ture ; affeting likewife to be direted by a i
magnanimous difintereftednefs, they not only{& oo V;Z,‘}
planted the germ of the “moft dangerous and,..

licentious {pirit, but they continued to 1rr1tatc{<:f;“ fmfm |
the defperate courtiers, who, having deter- ; /T R
mined to oppofe ftratagem to force, and not/im,c‘,m
fucceeding, refted all their future hopes om, .4 Pilutes
the king’s efcape. o A4 ¥ hootton, all Hypansy, s :

D,fm,wiﬂ.,.:t WL awnd D d Mbé e Mo m&:{gfmw "41/{
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‘:. ol "‘"“ﬁ"s' h ol /t....',r W*l— g¢6¢' S rgutld beor,

00'52 ? . oo L T -
ks BT R
OL,:,% The liberty of the prefs, which had been
L virtually eftablithed, at this period, was a
fuccefsful engine employed againft the affem-
b st bly. And to a nation celebrated for epigram-

nature, the fimplicity of fome of the mem-
/£ sDETS, their awkward figures, and ruftic gait,
ot fguas i :

f compared with the courtly mien, and eafy
> affurance of the chevaliers of Verfailles, af~
forded an excellent fubje&. Some of thefe
fatires’ were written with confiderable wit,
and fuch a happy turn of caricature, that it
is impoflible not to laugh with the author,
though indire&tly ridiculing the principles
you hold facred. The moft refpectable de-
crees, the moft important, and ferious dif-
% cuffions, were twifted into jefts; which di-
L. Jests tpi vided the people without doors into two

15 avien Govas hly with fovereign contempt, as a fet of up-
i Z;w%vg‘g: ftarts and babbling knaves; and the other,

i

St avs, kaetting up new thrones for their favou rites,
|3 i séoms weand viewing them with blind admiration, as
| decp 'ou.wri “if they were a fynod of demi-gods. The
§ oo~ de *" = 'contenancing of this abufe of freedom was ill-
T f :,‘(B‘l;dged. The different parties were already
j;;ocjwtﬁ, Justy amd a_x/iﬁdl; it Th i vk fulf:
B Gl froe ot Daniis, Of whonk Pty
| aval amd N, Paime awd Mhur Justs ?

W
0

jl A mot M&omﬂ;ﬁ;»? trot The SNalign et afs i, ‘aé 2
| Q\,a;n.}{—
at Msr 0%~ T00G would crt fhae

matic fancy, and whofe tafte had been fo re-
fined by art, that they had loft the zeft of

,‘J',J.Ams awd diftiné parties ; one, fpeaking of the aflfem-
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fufficiently heated ; yet it would have been
impoflible, perhaps, to have reftrained the
temper of the times, fo ftrong is the intoxica~
tion of a new folly, though it would have
been ealy for the aflembly to have paffed a Juch a
decree refpeiting libels. But fo ardent WaSi‘Z‘jA 4
become their paflion for liberty, that they&.,.: qu": |
were unable to difcriminate between a licen;gfmzm
tious ufe of that important invention, and;‘”fk- i,
it’s real utility. Treating then with an un- 1:51.,‘& |
timely difdain the many abufive publications, b v
which were {old within the very walls wherea.. , falfon
they were fitting, they were not aware of the ’ ","Z;wjz :
effec which they produced on the minds of?jgwi, et
mock heroes, who, having o principle but. cem s #nl|
honour, were ready to rifk their lives tom"z ’;;;;’3”
footh diftrefled beauty, no matter what pro-ag%t B, E
duced it ; or to alleviate the fufferings of a'¢_, £,4 Now
king, though the confequentce of hlS, tUrpie fd Arm e
tude or tergiverfation. _""%7° ¥ d‘:’;;:yw # ;‘hf“g’;j;"{‘”"
After the wreck of a government the plan . iz » o |
of a new conflitution ought to be immediately Jhast
formed, that is, as foon as circumftances will ﬁ";‘;‘ ; ‘;‘i
poflibly admit, and Prefented to the citizens Wi ,“‘;5
for their acceptance; or rather the peoples.ar e |
thould depute men for that purpofe, and 4""‘3”‘4‘
give them a limited time for framing one. ”"67765".
: Dd 2 Sy con—’;z
”yw“;{,'uﬁw Ihat Ovosly to J2 oo Y 0\440@&':::"'%
B ,;«{‘z{ Moy 1756 ¥e €0 tm i sl Ihat M b
h’ H-»g eo o AF/ "ﬁu Jéué‘ub. \ 5 =
5
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Hoew' WA‘:» Df.fo?;z& Lf:tb:;?w“}::i(: i ﬂ/;“l‘c:}rt :;i . | SoURc socument
Aot frul Tha /4&:121%{3/1 f vatly vocm L ooy *
sy mﬁv—‘t"t“a?‘ ‘/L‘,w;[awo(/ a Plcev »—*"6:: -
A frms b D st TR L
BT R L N
c r»’;zf*g;:f A conftitution is a ftandard for the people to
| rally round. It is the pillar of a government,
| ‘the bond of all focial unity and order. The
inveftigation of it’s principles makes it a foun=
1‘1 tain of light ; from which iffue the rays of
'reafon, that gradually bring forward the men-

\

?&‘;’;'ZMC,&?J powers of the whole community. And
‘iéa'r.-g, w;/’k whenever the wheels of government, like
:l?d@f‘ii: :,,Zt‘he wheels of any other machine, are found
| “lur. s o clogged, or do not move in a regular man-
i!"””“"‘i, J ¢ ‘mer, they equally require alteration and im-
provement : and thefc improvements will
. be proportionably perfe&t as the people be-
| come enlightened. !

A "¢ Hus o, The authority of the national affembly had
| 4,:24 Hrubeen acknowledged nearly three months pre-
‘ Mowte  vious to this epocha, without their having
| L vy /faken any decided fteps to fecure thefe im-
. i f ;’:2 portant ends. Indeed it does not appear to
i f:;” 4ov have been their firft obje&. They feem not
|| & .. feto have known, or at leaft not to have been
‘7‘1‘5 ‘ N s~ ¢ apprehenfive, that, in proportion to the length

L Drvar 7 f time that the people are without an efta-
9""3;"2" blithed government, anarchifts gain an afcen-

i ¢ dency over their minds ; and it then becomes

| A pre==7ng 2?fljtafk to form a conftitution adapted to
Vi S <o Y?%W%d.ieﬂpg&,.,}:ﬁ Lok m; ‘wWh

| 3000 ot e S TGl i e o adirie

: = : allcn . O
omns iy of o Aure lustielFr i fouv o) ) e

| b
i : t oadenoerawy, J H""“jt‘t So -
e S S fat Tatkea of § ey hE S0
ﬂq ;“(Lrw.&',&, .J':y\% M.’ [to—-—'\ Jo/
IMAGE COURTESY

E %1 .
4 1 2 . | BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

=

i

JOHN(SABIGAIL

ADAMS vsbsore/amesjacans - gigicsy



7Ac jp&putw’ A Lye ﬂot‘sy“.‘ s 0’...,,(,. v ol d“":ﬂa"d
H-ud’co,’(.v 3y vis Phsan Tk o Hw..d’wf.[.

el Mo Go-ur[:' 7[10.!(; who Werne cabhed Hoa

0‘(-4/3'[«« WW;,P M"u—r,‘..zj /“u Jm,‘,j. f"’-"

Loy, : )

[ =S -

E ol ' u'w'uﬂ&d'%'“"“’ﬂ“"
At Zt?—wvﬂ‘%l; fﬂ;l;oz‘;z:u:i.%:z:batﬁvum N Eder
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‘When a few fundamental principles are
alcertained, and the ftate has determined
that they fhall form the bafis of it’s polity, it
feems to be no difficult matter to give motion I
to the new {prings of government. It is .J
true, that many of the pr_ejudic'es of french- ;ﬁ‘v. |
men were flill inveterate, and in {ome mea<» = - ‘
fure influenced them ; and it is alfo certain,

that their total ignorance of the operations

of any rational fyftem of government was an

impediment to this motion ; but it is never- |
|

thelefs to be prefumed, that, the liberty of o ot
o ‘e ike dberh Je |
frenchmen having been previoufly fecured by .. ...s ¢q A=

3 . . AL ‘ﬁm—; | !
the eftablifhment of the declaration of rights, ;ﬁj " Ao |

Dty ie Ty e
ot/ =

!

if the affembly had formed fome kind of a p, i
gt . . more IR AT Gl
conftitution, and propofed it to the nation, /‘“-{JM‘,M“M
and to the king, if he were confidered aszwz&“f“’/"“f“j]
forming a part of it, for their acceptation;,‘__:m,’t‘iyf
the difpute between the people and court . ,um ant |
would have been brought to a fpeedy iffuezse~B. |
: . . sh it

and the public attention directed to a pom_t;fw‘ e W

would have given dignity and refpeQability,, 4 s i, |
to their proceedings. If fuch meafures hagl"*;{?ji;' :'” "l""
been followed, and it appears a little ftrange,, . o sh
‘they were not, moft probably the king andg%‘ ~ork 6
court, perceiving that their future COHfE{- g ~
quence wholly depended on their acquiefcence , -7,

Dd 3 - withy S S el
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SO gy TR Yo g
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i &4 with the ftate of reafon, and temper of the

e e
:\ :i‘ wother times, would have relinquithed all thofe ab-
furd and dangerous projects for overturning

v the rifing political fabric of the nation, which

i‘ anarchy foftered,

I It is the pillars of a building, which indi~
B ~ cate it’s durability, and not the minor beams

j that are inferted through them, in order to

| rear the ftruture. The natural, civil, and
political rights of man are the main pillars of

E - ~all focial happinefs ; and by the firm efta-
/4‘?{“[” ”l?f"bliﬂlment of them, the freedom of men will
:’;” %anbe etenally fecured. The moment, there-
[ tpenee #ucfOTC, a ftate has gained thofe important and
s 10 6m¢3facred‘ privileges, it is clear, that it ought to
mank, wHet form fome kind of government, grounded
oA evecadid, . ; .

a ““upon this firm and broad bafis, that being the
E only pofiible way to give them permanency.
i But the conftituent aﬂ’e'mbly, unmindful of the
dreadful effeéts beginning to flow from an
| _ unbounded licentioufnefs, continued to pur-
m' Son o frmutTuE 2 romantic fublimity of chara&er, danger-

| (>aftes o OUS tO all fublunary laws ; whilft moft inter-
L‘hwavfw. eftedly attentive to things that fhould have
1 been fubordinate to their firft obje@, they
: - .were led into a procraftination, which in
a ~ | it's

% \ IMAGE COURTESY
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it’s confequence has been fatal in the ex-
treme. ‘ |

The decree which made the king inviola-%-mawf'
ble, pafled on the 15th of feptember, at the % ""%Z
" time the crown was declared hereditary, and # doboatigs
the empire indivifible, was the moft idle, if
not the moft dangerous meafure, both for
him and France, which could have been de- |
vifed. The former life of Louis had ex- Y'”“L',/ o
hibited a feries of follies, and difplayed -an’ﬂ“ -
infincerity not to be tolerated, much lefs en-
couraged ; and it was likely, if this do&trine,
arelit of the abafement of ignorance, thitf"’f‘“fﬁ"aé‘"“
kings can do no wrong, fhould be carried , . dfﬂr.:{,
into a law, forming part of the conftitution,
that he would avail himfelf of the decree of
the aflembly to cover his contempt of the ?
national fovereignty. When kings are con-Tke Sugan- |

R A e %

fidered by the government of a country merely /" 7, /. |

as -ciEhei's, it is very juft and proper, that ,, .s7alen J"
their minifters thould be refponfible for their .../ & iuiith !IL
political condu¢t : but at the moment when 3~ # ["":‘:;a ‘41
ftate is about to eftablifh a conftitution on thc';;; 5y m\A ’l{l
bafis of reafon, to undermine that foundation” ", 4. 4.l
by a mafter-piece of abfurdity, appears ag.fis¥eiud
folecifm as glaring as the doélrinc.,itfelf S i;’l ]
laughable, when applied to an enlightened 4 gov’ - §
Ddg . policy.w'»'&’“"‘ﬁ,
The Qb Sundity Comsirbid 1n eStblsh i, an heveditan |
tecae Bue ab a Py all pr s "l a vas & .{pq,’,daﬁfﬂo:m
Natined AfscmCl, You smight ad will (onsG tul am |
dvm.,‘ fo Abivpiny Wy ﬂ’v"m“""“’ a Vel 4”“’" |
uqnojﬂh Aol give fai \§meral a Viho wprom waeh
v &. Vs - - i & g 4 V. 7 ‘
YT AN spacsy o i i S ol
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’% W"vﬁﬁ policy. In fa@, whilt Mirabeau contended
s mpdes i Kefor the infallibility of the king, he feems to
Marine, ad have had no right from reafon to deride thofe
/Ma«v’w“ fitd swho refpe&ed that of the church : for, if the

(7 ‘government muft neceflarily be fupported by
VM & a pious fra.ud one was as refpe&ab}e as the

B sotker el L DT
Mfm[‘ ststsfeThe bigotry of Louis was well known ;

cauh Jcae 4o may it was notorious, that he employed h1s
ety B /“y confeflor to erafe from his tender confcience
o mthe remembrance of the vices he refolved to
g’ff KBl indulge, .and to re?oncile the meaneft diffimu-
lation with a fervile fear of the Being whofe

% ) firlt attribute is truth. —This man, whofe
IL”“%“ b beﬁlahty had been carefully pampered by
‘W f/j"w the queen and count d’ Artois, becaule in
Irbin 4 1} ofe moments of revelry, prolonged to the
kol moft difgufting excefs of gluttony and intoxi-
e "“‘"”“%'Vcatlon, he would fan&ion all their de-
é"/:‘ /u';/f" ~mands, was made in his perfon and conduck
Jad VeieaMacred and unimpeachable. This was the
,.,.Mﬁwq extreme folly of weaknefs. But, when it is
gurle #2 “Talfo kept in view, that, ‘at the very period
P 0 hen  hie was. déchired inviolable, he was

E o e .
M(r&b.‘. fufpe@ed, in concert W1th the court, to be

ADAMS UNBOUND
SOURCE DOCUMENT

‘ %6"’4& be a Euﬁllan mg in it as contemptxble as the
mo&}éy"é‘““’éu/( too Nphonns Ko (e Josiey pre-
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pretended dignity of the affembly was ridie
culous. Mo
True firmnefs confifts in doing whatever is Ve /éﬂf‘
juft and reafonable, uninfluenced by any other A’M‘é“m‘”ﬁ
confideration. The defining the power of 5 3
the crown in the affembly to be {fubordinate ©4*7 2254
to the authority of the people muft have ap.-W / A;/ZM
, . - iy B Ao
peared to the kings of Europe a dangerous P A
encroachment on their indefeafible rights :-—" o
a herefy tending to undermine their privi-~ %‘/ 2/
leges, thould fuch audacity pafs uncha{’cized,d: RS
and to deftroy the fplendour of royalty by’ g . 7.
prefuming to control it’s omnipotence. It %, 4 «judit
was then fcarcely to be expe&ted, that theity./ suoleld
refentment would be appeafed by fhielding frrfed 4
the perfon of Louis againft the danger of & sl
intrigue and violence. It was not, indeed;'/éj'*cf s
the prefervation of the life of this unfortunate®% -
man, that interefted them fo fenfibly as to . |
appall the fycophants of Europe.—No; it |
was the attack made on defpotifm ; and the |
* attempt to draw afide the fplendid curtain
which concealed it’s folly, that threw them
into a general ferment and agitation. This
agitation could not fail to infpire the court of
Verfailles with hope, and they ftood prepared
to take advantage of the gathering ftorm, as
-- cagerly
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eagerly as a.diftreffed mariner, who has long
laid becalmed, perceiving at length a gentle
{ heaving of the fea, and feeling the undulat-
ing motion of his bark, forefees the approach-
ing breeze, and fpreads his fails to catch the
firft breath of wind. The effet of the feigned
or real pity of many of the admirers of the
old fyftem, who were deeply wounded by
the wrong done, as they infifted, to their
| , . king, was to be dreaded ; for it was not to
‘M/ b ‘ “ be fuppofed, that the chivalrous {pirit of
ksl France would be deftroyed in an inftant,

feabbards when beauty was not deified. It
was then undoubtedly to be feared, that they
would rifk their lives and fortunes to {fupport
the glory of their mafter, and their own
notions of honour: and the affembly, by
making Louis not accountable for any of his

~ -actions, however infincere, unjuft, or atro-
cious, was affording all his abettors a thelter,
encouraging at the fame time his hypocrify,
and relaxing the little energy of charater,
which his misfortune feemed to be calling

A ~ into play. ]

I Jt swas mot- Miftaken lenity in politics is not ‘more

| ~wista ke dangerous than a falfe magnanimity is palpa-
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ble littlenefs in the eyes of a man of fimple
integrity, ~Befides, had the reprefentatives L
of the people confidered Louis merely as'a
man, it is probable he would have afted ‘ |
more like one, Inftead of palliating the mat- J/fbey hod |
ter, they fhould, on the contrary, have pro-;,:‘zf“;“ |
claimed to all Europe, with 4 tone of digni- vy cometeth
fied firmnefs, that the french nation, willingdsmeneo e
for themfelves, regardlefs of the rights and 4~ Hhiy Anise

f ot : . . Aona, evediid |
privileges of others, though refpecting their, "¢, goore b
prejudices, finding that no compromife could ,z Napetion, |
be formed between the court and people, I
whofe intereft neither juftice nor policy ever - g
required fhould be diftin&, do not confider
themfelves accountable to any power or con- 0

grefs on earth, for any meafure they may

choofe to adopt in framing a conftitution to
regulate their own internal polity. ‘That
treating their monarch like a man, and not
as a mere idol for ftate pageantry, they would
with, by eftablithing the dignity of truth and
juftice, to give ftability to the freedom of
frenchmen, and leave a monument in their
inftitutions to immortalize a fincere and ac-
quiefcing king. But that, though their ideas
might differ greatly from thofe of their neigh-
bours, with whom they defired to live on the

moft
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moft amicable terms, they would purfue the
path of eternal reafon in confolidating the
rights of man ; and by a ftriking example lay
Oplesy frave il the foundation of the liberty of the whole
/Wﬁm lobe, of that liberty which had hitherto
o ﬁrw J been confined to the {mall ifland of England,

amn i*""z’: ¢. and enjoyed imperfectly even there,
Sk ooy o4 he houfe of Auftria was at this period

‘Wzﬂl'w “JJM
of ,/Lw 4wwmengaged In a war with the turks; which
 dgady obliged it to withdraw moft of it’s troops

from Flanders; and the intelligence, that the
flemings, highly difcontented with the in-
{0 7 % /7 mightnavations, which the vain weathercock Jofeph
% aw ©wm JPothe Second had made in their form of wor-
it ﬁ'"’“ t% fhip, were on the eve of an infurre&ion,

IZ:# b o ssTRIOTE againft the folly of the man than the

the french, as to the danger of being imme-
diately attacked by Germany. This fecurity,
,: : for they had no dread of Sardinia, made them
'( S confider the poffibility of a counter-revolu-
- tion being effeGted by foreign enemies as far
from alarming. It is true, there was not any

- juft caufe of apprehenfion, unlefs they took
into the calculation, that the policy of Europe
for ages paft had been fubje to fudden
changes ; a ftate of profound tranquillity giv-
2 : ' ing

|2 his homo, defponfm of his court, calmed the fears of

n
ﬂ

|
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‘have been politically neceffary ; becaufe, be-
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ing place to fanguinary fcenes of confufion,
and inhuman butcheries—often about {uch
trifling infults and idle pretentions, as indi-
viduals would be athamed to make a pretext
for quarrelling ; and having reafon to expect ’
_thefe changes as long as the {yftems of courts n Sl
Brefelve their exiftence, France could not % 72—‘/“"%“ '7""‘
reckon, with any degree of certainty, on the e
continuation of peace.—Neither did the na-
tional affembly appear to have calculated upon
it ; for they undoubtedly betrayed {ymptoms
of pufillanimity, when they fuffered their
conduct to be in the fmalleft degree influenced
by the apprehenfion of a combination of the
crowned heads of Europe to replace the royal
diadem of France, thould the moft brilliant
of it’s jewels be touched by profane hands.

Thefe fears, perhaps, were the fecret caufe, %MW
combined with the old habit of adoring the </ ‘”’Wﬁ
king, as a point of honour, and loving th _E’“" T

) P ) ) s
court, as an affair of tafte, that induced them /Za MZ
to preferve the thadow of monarchy in the,,,, ,;%w/’/m‘
new order of things. ' It’s prefervation mlght v At i ;H
gt it
fore abolithing any ancient form, it is necel-/i afs o=

fary to fecure whatever political good may}{fﬂ “’“""‘A‘:
wr Govr

‘have ﬂowed from it, and guard againft being ", /L it

exhauﬁed 44'7 "”‘4‘“@-
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exhaufted by cutting off an excrefcence,~=
But, if the continuance of a king in the new
fyftem were expedient to avert prefent evil,
they fhould have allowed him the power
neceflary to give energy to the government j
and making him refponfible for the re&itude
of his a&ions, the man would have had a fair
| trial, and pofterity, judging of his condud,
- would have been enabled to form a juft efti-
A Jiden'adle Be mate of a kingly government.
””‘“Z%d%ﬁ Machiavelian cunning, however, ftill di- li
] hoitd reGed the movements of all the courts of |
; lipsesilis: Europe ; and thefe political moles, too well
perceiving the timidity that was mixed with
bor Apdo! the bluftering courage of the aflembly, only
! . Waited for a favourable feafon to overturn
‘( 7 Bl .the rxﬁl.lg edifice. 'Their agents had prlval.te
b 6 ot Mmﬂm&wns to promote tl}e efcape' of Lotns,
3 . as the fureft mode of making a decided {chi{m
u i Wm: in the national politics ; and they firmly be=
| Wq, el lieved; that the affection flill fubfifting for
Aol s Seau hiis chriftian majefty would facilitate the exe=
Mﬁ "z““l&éﬁtion of their plan. The court alfo prefum-
5wuwwy %“‘ ing on the divifions and lenity of the affem-
Y [z bly, took the moft indefatigable pains to fofter
[ A4 @ % in the mind of the public, nay, in that of all

[+ Europe, pity for the degraded perfon of the
W suctosa ¥ iperer Hiss g e bt Kb gens Ling,

b ol ——— " =
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king, and deteftation of the facrilege, which
had been committed on the dignity of royalty.
Their continual theme was the ignominious
ftate to which the moft mild of the Bourbons
was reduced, by men, who ufurped the reins
of goverment, and trampled on the honours
of that auguft and ancient family. Refirain-
ing the authority of a throne, which {upported 74« 7"‘;:',3" :
the moft abominable tyranny, they were {ha-
king the defpotifm, which held in bondage
nine-tenths of the inhabitants of the world.
Thefe were alarming fignals to a certain afl
clafs of men, to the drones and myrmidons _9;"’%
who live on the {poil and blood of induftry svomes w-,
and innocence. 'The intrufion of knowledge,
which was fure to render them an ufelefs fet J,um” J
of beings in {ociety, was to be prevented by glw;;q
ingenious clamours, whilft a great number of ;‘; JM::;Z. |
weak, well-meaning people, and fiill IMOTE o s prns o =
knaves, enlifted under their banner. ‘::};’f‘_;fl“::j s
The univerfal damp, which the revolution ¢ eves ol
had given to the courts of Europe, producing fhdn fo
among them a lively fympathy for the fombre # v frb
K. atmofphere of Verfailles,a general forrow was fe Y ;":4} |
= L ivare, 7
confequently exprefled by all their minions, , 40 /& on
and exprefled with unfeigned concern; for «s 7hat ¢£~

the want of the ufual routine of amufements ﬂ‘ﬁumcm

' tended
forst, JOuohst b Lomdatls oS b mnidt L%mu“ﬁ;
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teinded to makeit real. Hope, indeed, bégatt
again to animate them, when the king was
4 E/;?ﬁpre\'raﬂed"/on to concert his efcape ; yet their
| 4o iy i o eagernefs to accelerate his departure for'the
Lo 2 b frontiers, where they purpofed to erect the
EQW I 7 royal ftandard, to avail themfelves of the
Loy ;/7; a proximity of german connedions, was in a
;”/JZ; sy wnene BTCAL degree the caufe of defeating that ill-
| g o Judhit.contrived defign. ~
| - A defign formed very early, and {yftema-
’J/wé":’" 5 ) Lsically puriued, was probably rendered entirely
“"';":’2” :«g: ’ abortive by'the obftinacy of the eourt; who
ﬁiﬁ‘ ration Al perfifted to cherifh the belief; that the
o -mwv% 4 public opinion was changed only for the mo-
| ﬂ/‘m ment, and that their deeply rooted - love of
1 5 ‘e £@yalty would bring them back to what they
i b 1 oor hopwtermed their duty, when the effervefcence
!m,,./ h wr G™excited by novelty had fubfided. And think-
s ing, that the cordial reception given by the
parifians to the foldiery had- contributed to
eftrange them, and effe the revolution, they
determined to' regain their loft ground, and
dazzle them by feafts, inftead of ftealing on
& their affeGtions by hofpitality.—Still; bearing
| impatiently their humiliating {ituation, the
courtiers could not help vauntingly expofing
_their project ; -and the babbling of joy thowed -
e the

)1 ' ( 416 )
|
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the weaknefs of the heads, that could fo foon
be intoxicated by hope. v f‘
A preparatory ftep was thought necef- 7"4 ﬁ i l
fary to awaken a fenfe of allegiance in the ﬁw,._/”t'mbm
breafts of the people, and to promote a divi- ik 7[‘
fion amongft them, if not their entire con- j, ;,.‘,zé-«\
currence, after the cabinet fhould have fe—méc”“"’ﬁ;:?
curely in their poﬁ'eﬁlon the perfon of the s oo il
king ; and this divifion would then enable <o & #4** |
them to calculate their” ftrength, and a& ac-‘7¢~7 z‘“’;'/;a |
cordmgly For this purpofe, in fpite of the ,,Z’LJ W’M
comments that had been made on the feftivity "&MZ V;z.f l
at Verfailles, which feemed -before to infult J»ﬁw‘? 'i
the mifery of the people, and greatly tended‘?;,,, //wuj”‘“:
to provoke the exertions that overturned the <7,m J
Baftille and changed the whole face of thmgc;, o _.wt‘, ///(M.
they projected another entertainment to feduce Zo—" Thie B "il
the military, encouraged to throng round the i
court, whilft famine was at the very gates of ql
Paris. But previoufly the old french guards, I
who had 'been incorporated with the garde i
bourgeoife, began to manifeft fome fymptoms
of difcontent at not' being allowed to guard
the ‘perfon of the king. 'Whether they con-
fidered their honour as wounded, or were
fpirited up to afpire at regaining this privilege,
is'not decided ; but it is clear, that the court,

Ee cither
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either to facilitate the entrance of frefh troops,
or from a real diflike to men, who had taken
fuch an a&ive part in difconcerting their firft
plot, oppofed. their wifh; and even the
municipality, as has been already noticed; was
induced to requeft, that a regiment of frefh
troops might be called in to guard the perfon
of the king, and keep the peace, which this
trlﬂmg dlfpute, fwelled into an infurredtion in
the report, threatened to difturb.

The king’s body-guards, whofe time of fer-
vice expired the firt of ofober, were ftill re-
 tained with. thofe who came to replace them 5
and an immenfe crowd of fupernumeraries con-
- tinued daily to increafe this corps, which had
not yet fworn allegiance to the nation.  The

ofﬁcers, in particular, flocked to Verfeullea,
mounting to between eleven or twelve hundred
con{’cantly parading, together. 'The univerfal to-
pic. was commiferation of the kmg s fate, and
infinuations refpe&mg the ambition of the af-
fembly Yet, even there the .court party
feemed to be prcvalhng a, preﬁdant attachﬁci
to loyalty was eleted ; ~and erabeaus re~
monftrances, refpe&ing the augmentanon of
the troops, were difregarded.

Mean
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Mean time, not only the officers of the new -
tegiment, but thofe of the national guards,
were carefled by the court, whilft the citizens,
with more fagacity, were lavifh of their atten-
tion to the foldiers. The cabinét had not fuf-/"" "““Zﬁ"“
ficient difcernment to perceive, that the people d,,;::m”«b

yv‘a.v"vc /AA‘
~ were now to be led, not driven ; and the po-# A

S .
pular promoters of anarchy, to ferve the1r Lthor Fibe fm’

private intereft, availed themfelves, unfortu-,‘ o Arivon,
nately, but too well of this want of judg- .L
ment.—Thus whilft one party, declalmmg on 6ot o

e

the neceflity of order, feemed to be en-,, .x acuw?h
“deavouring to rivet on them the chains of fer- J[
vitude, the other lifted them above the law |
with vain glorious notions of thelr fove-

‘fz
reignty.—And this fovereignty of the people, e MZ'J”
the perfection of the {cience of government sieebuue

only to be attained when a nation is truly en= ol

liglitened, confifted in making them tyrants ; 1t 3 yrmmss gl
coee G rmsle B

nay the worft of tyrants, becaufe the inftrus=*- IR
ments of mifchief of the mén, who prete@ggjmdg Heivdo
TSR T 1{7 \
to be fubordinate to their will, though acting W’*f"f

Y \/’/ﬁmi

the - very part of the mxmﬁers whom they "' sl
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?
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